Dear Parishioners,

Heartfelt thanks to all at Holy Innocents considering the “Living Stones Project” to pay down the mortgage on our Church and repay parishes whose loans have made our worship, gathering, and educational space possible.  A number of large and small generous gifts have produced a very positive start.  Once again, thank you.

Some parishioners have expressed curiosity regarding breaking down the $1.5 million goal by Holy Innocents households.  Since we have roughly 500 families, the math is straightforward.  If each family were capable and willing to contribute $50 per month for five years, we would achieve the project goal.  We would meet our five year mortgage obligation and then be ready to plan the next phase of paying down the remaining debt.  Intriguingly, if 500 families were willing and able to pay $125 a month, the entire $3.5 million debt would be eliminated.

Of course not every family is able to contribute $50 a month to mortgage reduction, let alone $125.  In these relatively challenging economic times, some are stretched to meet basic household needs and cannot contribute anything to this project.  In fact, some are so challenged, as a parish we should be further assisting them.  Thankfully, others are capable and generous enough to contribute well beyond any artificial median amount.  It is, however, helpful to some people to consider the project on the basis of a simple mathematical breakdown.  While all recognize that equal gift amounts are not possible, equal sacrifice is.

But what does “equal sacrifice” mean?   In II Corinthians chapters 8 & 9, Paul addresses this exact issue when he urges the Church at Corinth to give “according to what an individual has, not according to what they do not have” (v.12).  Paul tells them that this kind of giving isn’t meant to “punish” those who have more, but rather that their abundance becomes a supply for those who have less.  Those who have less also are included in the reminder that they, too, should not sow sparingly, but abundantly, from what gifts they do have from God.   

We’d like to encourage you to reflect on these two chapters in Corinthians as you make your decision about this Project.   There are many great blessings to be claimed for making such sacrifices, not the least of which is that our present Parish family and future generations will benefit from your generosity.
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